" Great

. Barrier
SExpress...
one of the
great sailing
experiences

By JENNY GREEN

FACTS
GREAT BARRIER EXPRESS
DBSIFNRT .o vivwanesmmies Malcom Tennant
Construction ............... Fibreglass
LOR . ociviiin e e 85m
BEAM: ©vomeinie mmininimins o onme wiasinmas 5m
Displacement ................. 1077 kg
Sail area ..... R 34m’

Express pilot Richard Pilkington

at the helm of GBE 11 (above).
View aft from the for'ard trampoline
(below) . . . a great spot to

spend a summer day.

Jenny Green photos

CLIMB aboard a Great Barrier Express
catamaran on a mild, early summer after-
noon with a fresh breeze blowing and very
little sea and you're in for one of the great
sailing experiences if speed by wind power
alone is your thing.

Stash sweaters and camera gear out of
the way on one of the two narrow spartan
hulls, settle in for the ride, and the first
things that impress you as host Richard
Pilkington manoeuvres his boat out ot the
confines of a largely monohull-dominated
Westhaven, is the size of the beast com-
pared to what we're used to then the quick
acceleration, seemingly effortless speed,
and the ease of handling.
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.~ pause at the entrance while Pilkington
leaps around making sail and centreboard
adjustments, leaving us to feel somewhat
redundant, and then he's back in position,
sailing the Malcolm Tennant-designed cat
like a dinghy, helm in one hand, main in the
other, powering down harbour at what, to
us, seems an unbelievable speed consider-
ing the weight of the breeze; the only noise
that distinctive sound of water boiling off
the back of the rudders that we normally
associate with fast spinnaker reaches.

With a team of us making too much
weight aft in GBE II's small cockpits we
move some bulk forward, stretching out full
length on the springy mesh trampolene,
peering through the holes at the water
rushing by below, watching the fine bows
cut through the chop, flinging spray back
off the leeward hull.

Why, we ponder, have we spent so
much time going slow in monchulls?

Senses, now fully awakened and re-
fr--bad after a winter of being dulled by

< . se of typewriters and printing ma-
+  bus and truck diesel fumes, and
.ckering of television sets in the
evenings, our thoughts turn to Christmas
holidays, balmy summer days and the sheer
pleasure of lying out on a soft trampolene
for an effortlessly fast, comfortable ride up
the coast, out to the Barrier, or wherever
the wind may blow. And then we're
shocked back to reality by a good wet one
that slops unkindly over the foredeck and
soaks us to the skin.

Scramble hastily back aft and duck
below to grab camera gear and attempt to
stop this flying machine on film, peering
through the porthole on the inside at
someone peering at us from the porthole in
the leeward hull and up at the eerie
reflection through the mesh of the spars
above.

Then, without warning, experience that
strange sensation that no monohull sailor
- - aver share — the sudden silence and

View aft across the Lumit nylon trampoline working area. The curved boom vang track is stepped on
the main cross-member and supported by a stainless steel jumper strap below. Jenny Green photo

weightlessness that replaces the familiar
sound of water against the fibreglass
topsides, as GBE Il flies a hull.

Back on deck again, we position our-
selves aft and survey the wide working
platform between the two cockpits, domin-
ated by the curved downhaul track painted
bright yellow like the central outboard ped,
in vivid and effective contrast to the dark
Lumit trampolene mat.

Bounded fore and aft by the aluminium
cross-beams the deck layout seems clean
and efficient, almost everything leading
back to both aft cockpits so that the whole
boat can be worked either single-handed or
by a crew.

Watching owner Richard Pilkington
working his boat almost without thinking,
adjusting this, tensioning that, all the time
enthusing about a design project he has
been closely involved with for over six
years and knows his way round backwards,
we start to realise why this particular
catamaran design has become so popular.

Inspired by a simple coastal cruising cat
designed on the concept of a very direct
relationship with the ocean by American
surfer Micky Munoz, the Great Barrier
Express idea became known and immedia-
tely appealed to yatchsmen in New
Zealand from both racing and cruising
backgrounds who wanted to get places
quickly, easily and safely in a boat with the
design sophistication and appeal of a
sports car.

Commissioned by Pilkington, who had
recently returned from a circumnavigation
of New Zealand in a 7 m monohull and was
drawn to multihulls as a better, faster
alternative, the Great Barrier Express

turned out to be slightly longer, and slightly
lighter than the Munoz cat — and faster
than just about anything else around on all
points of sail. Indeed the performance of
his dream cat has surpassed even Pilking-
ton's expectations and with GBE cats now
the boats to beat on the Auckland Multihull
sailing circuit with two AMSA points
championships notched so far and suf-
ficient numbers to warrant their own class
in the RAYC Feltex one design regatta, the
future of New Zealand's first one-design
cruising multihull cat class looks rosy.

From small beginnings as a "‘high speed
commuter cat'’' for Pilkington who owned
land on Great Barrier Island and wanted a
fast boat to get him there and back, the
GBE design idea has evolved into one of
New Zealand's more interesting production
fibreglass boats, available to various
stages from hulls only through to the
finished, superbly presented stage of Pil-
kington's own boat, GBE II.

A slightly refined version of the original
Great Barrier Express, with more sail area,
more sophisticated centreboard shape, and
improved construction techniques aimed at
a lighter structure, the production Great
Barrier Express cats explode the myth of
badly designed and backyard-built mul-
tihulls, and indeed GBE Il, launched in
September and a real crowd-puller at the
Auckland Boat Show, drove the point home
when it won the award for the best finished
production boat at the show.

Construction of the fibreglass versions
features a light, strong coremat layup,
strengthened in the chainplate and cen-
trecase areas and around the beams and
sleeves. The hulls are moulded by Moana
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GBE 11 (above), a refined version of Auckland designer Malcolm Tennant's original Micky

Munoz-inspired Great Barrier Express, sporting more sail area and improved construction techniques

to reduce weight. David Pardon photo. A boom tent complete with windows and for'ard zipper

converts GBE 11 to a cruiser (below) and, say the makers, will withstand winds up to 30 knots. Twink
McCabe photo
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A three-quarter rigged over-rotating mast carries
the loose-iooted main and is stepped on the main
cross-member. Jenny Green photo

Fibreglass in two halves and bonded
together, and are symmetrical in shape.
Yachtspar Die 15 aluminium mast extru-
sions are used for the main and aft cross
members, which hold the two hulls
together, and smaller 100 mm tubes, also
Yachtspar sections, are used for the other
two beams. The finished boat also features
a central fibreglass ''outboard pod'" which
is basically a stowage locker with two
compartments, the aft, a well for an 8.9
kW outboard, with anchor stowage ir =
for'ard area.

Decking is a combination of two separ-
ate trampolenes, both made by Boyd and
MacMaster in Auckland, the for'ard one
being a softer, wider mesh netting incor-
porating spinnaker launcher, and a firmer
Lumit nylon trampolene mat for the working
area. The threequarter rigged over-rotating
mast, featuring fully-battened, loose-foot-
ed mainsail (sails by Dave Giddens Sail-
makers) and curved boom vang track to
provide instant control adjustments for fast
reaching, is stepped on the main cross-
member and supported by a stainless steel
jumper strap beneath.

From a fast, racing catamaran capable
of staying embarrassingly close to much
larger multihulls and making fast monohulls
look like barges, the Great Barrier Express
can be converted into a cruising boat by the
addition of a cleverly designed boom tent,
made up by the California Canvas Awning
Co, which utilises the main boom and
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spinaaker pole for rigidity and increases
the "‘minimal accommodation'’, in the two
narrow hulls, to quite a reasonable amount.

Hulls on the finished production boat are
fitted with two bunks apiece, one aft and
one for'ard. A portable galley, stowed
down one of the quarter berths while
sailing, can be set between the two bunks
to give camping-style cooking facilities
and, of course, there's room to sling half a
dozen sleeping bags down on the tram-
polene under the boom cover — provided
it's reasonably warm weather.

Owner and glass production boatbuilder
Pilkington, a great exponent of the cruising
capabilities of the GBE cats despite some
doubts on our part, tells us the boom tents,
complete with windows and zipper in the
for'ard section to allow access to the
for'ard trampolene area, are well stream-
lined in shape and will withstand winds up
to around 30 kn should get you caught in
the middle of your cruise.

If the worst did come to the worst as far
~- the weather pattern was concerned, the
- design features fully retractable cen-

ards and rudders anyway, which

is that the catamarans can not only be
moored in very shallow water, on sand
banks and other such handy spots, but can
also be beached in emergency. Apart from
their shoal draft features, the high aspect
ratio daggerboards assist good windward
performance, and can be raised or lowered
to adjust the centre of lateral resistance
and thereby balance the helm, depending
on conditions prevailing at the time.

With the story told, the antics in close to
the oil wharves for the cameramen com-
pleted (never seem to look as impressive on
film as when he puts all the gear away) and
the conversion of three hitherto staunchly
monohull-inclined yachtspeople pretty well
wrapped up, we head off down towards
Bean Rock again for just one more time,
flying a hull occasionally and hitting a
guesstimated 18 knots in one particularly

" urst.

A feeling of slight apprehension when
| you're sitting in, or on, leaves the
v —.<r is completely replaced by one of
exhilaration as GBE 1l forges for’ard,
perfectly in control provided the helmsman
or a crew member in tune with the boat

keeps the main in hand . . .

With the afternoon turning into one of
those the Waitemata Harbour is world
famous for, with sparkling blue waters and
a fresh afternoon sea breeze, the tempta-
tion just to go on and on is almost too much
for those of us new to this sort of speed
sailing.

But good things always come to an end,
so vowing to talk owner Pilkington into
taking us sailing again one sultry summer's
day when the office heat becomes .unbear-
able, we reluctantly head back towards
Westhaven, and prepare for a completely
different assault on our senses, the sounds
and smells of Auckland city closing up for
the day.
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Down In Oamaru, GRAEME FERRIS is convinced that a few guys In their
$100 to $250 boats are having all the fun . . .

IDLING ALONG
AGAIN

I CAN almost hear the groans now; not

another ‘‘back-to-basics' story surely.
Well in a way, yes, another one, prompted
by what appeared at first sight to be a
revival meeting at the local yacht club.

Now as most older, fatter, balder (I was
about to add senile) Kiwis remember, we
once had four classes of small sailing boat.
Threequarters of these were box-like
objects, slightly sharper at one end than the
other. Some survived the influx of modern
overseas and local designs, some didn't.

Many of you will recall that about 1960
the market value of the lightest, smoothest,
most geared-up Idle Along was about
half what it had cost to build. To race one,
complete with all the hassles of a third
man, was old hat, the class had become
extinct. Just where all the boats disap-
peared to was anyone's guess, but disap-
pear they certainly did.

Finns, Dutchmen, OKs, this Moth that
Moth, you name them; confusion, expense,
ulcers, trying to not only keep up with the
Joneses but beat them as well.

The years rolled on, catamarans, Lasers,
Trailer Yachts, Windsurfers. Class racing at
club level almost disappeared, handicap-
pers climbed higher up the wall and when
newcomers to the sport asked what sort of
boat they should sail they received 50
different "'expert'’ opinions and decided to
take up tiddlywinks instead.

Well after all that progress (I guess
that's the word) it would appear we have
almost gone full circle and that is what |
started to write about in the first place.

The apparent revival meeting witnessed
was that of no fewer than four respectable

old Idle Alongs, some planked, some ply,
some with cotton sails and one with a
gunter rig. | am not hinting that we should
all madly rush off and start building Idle
Alongs (a look at my old plans can be
arranged for a modest fee), but | am
convinced that these guys for their $100 to
$250 outlay are having fun.

Close class racing, friendly rivalry,
finishing the course when everything else is
blown off it, safe family boating a boat to
sit in and not on, all for a fraction of the
cost of the smaller trailer yacht classes.
They may not be learning quite as much
about sail and rig adjustments as the
modern dinghy sailer, but they surely get
good tactical experience and anything they
do lack is obviously made up for some-
where judging by the expression on their
faces when, in mixed racing, they finish
ahead of many dollars’ worth of gleaming
plastic in the form of whatsit's latest
design. -

We must, of course, keep up with
development classes, Olympic classes and
popular national classes, but for those who
haven't got sights set on Tallinn or national
titles and are a little past climbing back into
a capsized dinghy, don't give up the sport
— try racing a vintage Idle Along.

| had better leave it at that — they have
come to put me away again. but if anyone
can remember what happened to the Mof-
fat Cup please let the Backward Boys in the
Boxes at Oamaru know; they might want to
revive that too. O
e EDITOR'S NOTE: Anyone wanting
to contact Graeme Ferris, his ad-
dress is 32A Lune §t, Oamaru.

67



	55240a3decb0cfec070b2421fd1ae28b643178157641a13ec9c7c4f288d009ec.pdf
	1c831cf58df89bdabbb4211668696aee0c8c0796c9061346b6e02ea41b32a69e.pdf

	55240a3decb0cfec070b2421fd1ae28b643178157641a13ec9c7c4f288d009ec.pdf
	55240a3decb0cfec070b2421fd1ae28b643178157641a13ec9c7c4f288d009ec.pdf

